
WCA Council Members 
 
 Bill T. Arnold is an ordained elder in the Kentucky Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. He is professor of Old Testament studies at Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. Bill has been a delegate to three 
General Conferences and is the author of numerous books including 
Introduction to the Old Testament (Cambridge University Press) and Seeing 
Black & White in a Gray World (Seedbed).  
 
Ryan Barnett is senior minister of First United Methodist Church of Kerrville, 
Texas. He is an ordained elder in the Rio Texas Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church and holds an MBA from Texas A&M, Corpus Christi. 
He is a founder of Rwanda Shines, and serves on the board of directors of 
Habitat for Humanity of Kerr County. Prior to his current appointment, he was 
the teaching pastor at University United Methodist Church in San Antonio. 
 
Shane L. Bishop is the senior pastor of Christ United Methodist Church in 
Fairview Heights, Illinois. He has represented the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference at General Conference three times and Jurisdictional Conference 
four times. Shane has been named a Distinguished Evangelist by Foundation 
for Evangelism and is the author of Exactly As I Remember and Re:member. 
 
Keith Boyette is the founding pastor of Wilderness Community Church in 
Spotsylvania, Virginia. Prior to becoming a clergy member of the Virginia 
Annual Conference, he was a practicing attorney. From 2000 to 2008, Keith 
served on the Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church. He was a 
delegate to the 2016 Southeast Jurisdictional Conference. 

Madeline Carrasco Henners is pastor of First United Methodist Church, 
Luling, Texas. She is an ordained elder of The United Methodist Church in the 
Rio Texas Annual Conference. Madeline is a graduate of The Divinity School at 
Duke University and served four years with the General Board of 
Discipleship’s Division on Young People’s Ministry. She is currently working 
toward a D.Min. at United Theological Seminary.  
 
Bryan Collier is the founding senior pastor of The Orchard, a multi-site 
United Methodist Congregation, in Tupelo, Mississippi. He is an adjunct 
professor of church planting at Asbury Theological Seminary and the author of 
Becoming an Orchard (Xulon Press) and The Go-To Church (Abingdon). 
 



Ferrell Coppedge is the lay leader of Mt. Bethel United Methodist Church in 
Marrietta, Georgia, and serves as an executive vice president with Regions 
Bank in Atlanta. He is co-founder and chairman of Project 82 Kenya Inc., an 
orphan and baby rescue ministry. Ferrell is also a member of the board of 
directors of International Leadership Institute.   
 
Jennifer Cowart is the executive pastor at Harvest Church, a United 
Methodist congregation in Warner Robins, Georgia. She co-preaches and 
directs Discipleship and Emerging Ministries at Harvest, a church that she and 
her husband Jim launched in 2001. Jennifer is co-author with Jim of Start This 
Stop That; Grab, Gather, and Grow; Living the Five; and soon to be released 
Hand Me Downs.  
 
Joe DiPaolo is the senior pastor of the First United Methodist Church of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He has represented the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference at the last six Northeast Jurisdictional Conferences. DiPaolo serves 
on the Board of Trustees of Evangelical Theological Seminary (ETS) in 
Myerstown, Pennsylvania, and he has taught as an adjunct professor both at 
ETS and at Palmer Seminary in Philadelphia.  
 
Jeff Greenway is senior pastor of Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church 
near Columbus, Ohio. Prior to his current appointment, he served as a 
seminary president, a district superintendent, and a local pastor. In addition 
to being a General Conference delegate, Jeff is one of the leaders of the 
Evangelical Fellowship of the West Ohio Annual Conference.  
 
Jeff Jernigan is a lay member of McEachern Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Powder Springs, Georgia. He serves as the leader of the North 
Georgia Conference Missions/Global Ministries team. In addition, he serves on 
the faculty for the International Leadership Institute. Jeff is an executive in the 
commercial construction industry and has represented the North Georgia 
Annual Conference as a delegate to General Conference. 
 
Randy Jessen is the senior pastor of Parker United Methodist Church in 
Parker, Colorado. He is the former head of the Beeson International Center 
and the co-founder – with his wife Sue – of Global Hope, a ministry to 
abandoned and orphaned children in Romania, Kenya, and India.  
 
Jessica LaGrone is dean of the chapel at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Wilmore, Kentucky. An acclaimed pastor, teacher, and writer, she was a 



delegate to the South Central Jurisdictional Conference. Jessica’s books and 
studies include Namesake: When God Rewrites Your Story and Broken and 
Blessed: How God Used One Imperfect Family to Change the World.  
 
Thomas Lambrecht is the vice president and general manager of Good News. 
He is an elder in The United Methodist Church in the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference and served in pastoral ministry for 29 years before his current 
appointment. Tom is also the coordinator for the Renewal and Reform 
Coalition General Conference effort.   
 
Carolyn Moore is the founding pastor of Mosaic United Methodist Church 
outside of Augusta, Georgia. She is an ordained elder in The United Methodist 
Church in the North Georgia Annual Conference. Carolyn is the author of 
Encounter Jesus, Encounter the Father, and Encounter the Spirit (Seedbed).  
 
Joy J. Moore is assistant professor of preaching at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, California, and academic liaison to the William E. 
Pannell Center for African American Church Studies. She is an ordained elder 
in the West Michigan Annual Conference. Moore has served the United 
Methodist Church at the General, Jurisdictional, and Annual Conference level. 
A John Wesley Fellow, she has taught and served in administration at Adrian 
College, Asbury Theological Seminary, and Duke Divinity School.   
 
Cara Nicklas is an attorney in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The Nicklas family is 
actively involved at St. Luke's United Methodist Church where Cara serves in 
various leadership and teaching capacities. She represented the Oklahoma 
Annual Conference at the 2016 General Conference. Cara also serves as a 
volunteer with Oklahoma Lawyers for Children and is a board member for the 
Oklahoma Methodist Foundation. 
 
Rob Renfroe is pastor of discipleship at The Woodlands United Methodist 
Church outside Houston, Texas. He is an ordained elder in the Texas Annual 
Conference. He is the leader of the popular men's Bible study Quest, attended 
by over 500 men, and the author of both The Trouble with the Truth and A Way 
Through the Wilderness (Abingdon). Rob is the president and publisher of 
Good News and was a delegate to the South Central Jurisdictional Conference.  
 
Chris Ritter is directing pastor of a multi-site ministry in Illinois that includes 
Geneseo First United Methodist Church, Cambridge UM Church, and Roots QC 
(a new church start in Rock Island). He represented the Illinois Great Rivers 



Annual Conference at the 2016 General Conference and is the author of Seven 
Things John Wesley Expected Us to Do for Kids (Abingdon).  
 
Maggie Ulmer is a United Methodist layperson and serves on the board of 
directors of the Evangelical Fellowship of West Ohio. As the spouse of a United 
Methodist pastor, she has been involved in the life of the local church through 
teaching and leading small groups, as well as being active with the United 
Methodist Scholars for Christian Orthodoxy. Her professional background is in 
editing and creative collaboration with writers and establishing non-profit 
arts entities.  
  
David Watson is academic dean and associate professor of New Testament at 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. He is an ordained elder in the 
West Ohio Annual Conference and the author of Honor Among Christians: The 
Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret, co-author of Key United Methodist Beliefs, 
and co-editor of Wesley, Wesleyans, and Reading Bible as Scripture. 
 
Steve Wood is the senior pastor of Mount Pisgah United Methodist Church in 
Johns Creek, Georgia, outside Atlanta. He serves on the General Council on 
Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church and represented 
the North Georgia Conference at the last three General Conferences. Steve 
serves on the board of The Confessing Movement and is active in the 
Northwest Georgia Walk to Emmaus.  


